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September Issue 519
The sultry summer past, September comes, 
Soft twilight of the slow-declining year. 
All mildness, soothing loneliness, and peace; 
The fading season ere the falling come, 
More sober than the buxom blooming May, 
And therefore less the favourite of the world, 
But dearest month of all to pensive minds.       by Carlos Wilcox 

 
Not that we have had much of a summer, but September usually signals the move from the 

heat of July and August to the cooler climes of October before winter steps in. 
I do hope this year we do get an Indian summer, otherwise my barbecue will think it has been 

put on the scrapheap. Yet for all that we have had many dry days and the ground is still dry 
when you dig down. (At the time of writing). 

The village is seeing its fair share of development going on. The 50+ houses on the south 
side are well underway, while the controversial retirement development on the flower meadow 
off the High St. has gone to appeal again. It seems odd that the plan, having been turned down 
by all levels of decision making right up to, and including, the Secretary of State, should be 
able to be challenged again, simply by the people with the money being able to tweak a line or 
two and go directly back to the Secretary of State (a different one) without the Local Authorities 
being able to have time allowed to review the revised plans. One begins to believe we have 
little control over what can be imposed on us. However, see below for an opportunity. 

Another development which created debate was the Airfield museum’s plan to fly helicopter 
pleasure trips twice a month to raise funds to pay their rent. The reason, apart from providing 
some modern flying experience, rather than purely looking at the history of the airfield, is a 
financial one. They have few sources of income and they have rent to pay for use of the field. 

The magazine this month has several interesting items, the first of which comes straight to 
the point of having our say in what happens locally. The centrefold of the magazine is a ‘pull-
out’ questionnaire to get your views on life in Bottisham. This is to create a Bottisham 
Neighbourhood Plan. This would then be used in any reaction to future development in the 
village. It is important that we all use this opportunity to record our thoughts. 

Another very useful article is John Austin’s Public Transport matters, which gives us the up-
to-date bus timetable. It seems to my eyes that more people are using the bus these days, 
judging by the gatherings I see at the bus stops throughout the day. 

Then there is The Bottisham Bird Brain. Swifts this month, whose life cycle, which he outlines 
in detail, is quite remarkable. One does wonder how species evolve as they do when it seems there 
must be an easier way to live. However, that is what makes life so interesting and special. 

Our cover picture this month is part of the lovely field of sunflowers opposite Muckdungle 
Corner (where the kebab van is). 

Enjoy what is left of summer and I hope you have a great month. More next time. 
Your Editor 
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News From Holy Trinity Church Bottisham
It is with regret that I have to inform you that the only applicant for the 
position of Vicar of Anglesey Benefice withdrew just one week prior to the 
interview. However, the Anglesey Group churchwardens met together with the 
Archdeacon and Ely Cathedral representatives on the designated interview 
date and as a result agreed that a new, slightly modified advertisement would go out in the 
Church Times in mid-September. Shortlisting and interview dates have also been penciled 
in. We are hopeful that we will make an appointment next time. 

We have been in communication with Holly Isted, the Historic Buildings support officer 
at Ely Diocese, regarding the sad state of the church roof. She has responded by giving an 
update on the National Heritage Lottery Fund and informed us that a surveyor from Historic 
England is reading the report on our roof and hopes to revisit shortly. 

The combination of sun, high temperatures and more recently rain, meant that the three 
areas of the churchyard grass which are left uncut for long periods of time had grown 
enormously. In early July the ‘spring meadow’ area was cut and at the end of July the 
‘summer flower ‘and ‘uncut’ areas were duly mowed by East Cambridgeshire District 
Council. Huge amounts of grass had to be removed (part of the Ecofriendly churchyard 
rules) and I sincerely thank the team of volunteers who, at very short notice, duly raked, 
cleared and created huge piles of cut grass into small haystacks around the periphery of the 
churchyard. If anyone would like to help with tasks in the churchyard from time to time 
(you do not have to be a churchgoer, just someone who cares for our environment) then 
please contact me. (Details at the back of the Cresset) 

For many years we have had the benefit of a fine organist. However, from time to time 
he goes on holiday and we need to find others to stand in for our services when he is away. 
If you play the organ or piano (we have a keyboard in the church) and are willing to help 
from time to time playing the hymns at our services, again, please contact me. A small 
honorarium would be available. 

On Sunday August, the 6th we were privileged to host a service of Holy Communion led 
by the Bishop of Huntingdon, the Rt Revd. Dagmar Winter. Bishop Dagmar is also the 
acting Bishop of Ely, now that Bishop Stephen has gone to Lincoln to be the bishop there 
until he retires. There was a very large congregation present and all agreed it was one of the 
best services we have had. We were most grateful that she found the time to visit us here in 
Bottisham. On September 3rd Revd. Liz Caswell, a Bottisham resident, will come to lead 
our Communion service. Once again Ely is helping us out on Sunday October 1st when the 
Very Rev. Mark Bonner, the Dean of Ely Cathedral, will be taking our Sunday service. On 
September 17th Sarah Maxwell will be leading our Harvest Festival service when the food 
donated will be distributed to the local food bank. 

Our toddler group will start to meet up again on a Tuesday morning starting around 
9.30am in term time. All are very welcome to attend. A small team continues to take a 
service monthly at Hilton Park and Oaklands on the second Wednesday of the month. The 
increasing number of residents attending at Hilton Park has meant that the services now 
need to be held in a larger room. 

We look forward to welcoming you to any of our services. Stuart Field Churchwarden   
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BOTTISHAM BOWLING CLUB 
 

Saturday 23rd September 
2pm Until 4pm 

Bottisham Sports & Social Club, Downing Close 
 

Donations Very Welcome – No Shoes Please. 
 

Items can be brought to The Social Club from 10am on the Day 
Alternatively - We Can Collect Items, Just Call Cindy King 01223 811220 

or email to Bottishambowlingclub@Gmail.com
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Sun Sep 3rd  9am Online Service on Zoom  
10.30am Holy Communion – Bottisham,  
4pm Village Worship - Quy Village Hall 

Wed Sept 6th 8 pm C by C (a short contemplative service) – online via Zoom 
Sun Sep 10th 9am Online Service on Zoom,  

Holy Communion – Quy  
10.30am Family Worship - Swaffham Prior 

Sun Sep 17th  9am Online service on Zoom  
10.30 am   Holy Communion, Swaffham Bulbeck,   

Harvest Festival – Bottisham 
Sun Sep 24th 9am Online Service on Zoom  

10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) - Swaffham Prior,  
3pm Harvest Festival – Quy 

Every Thursday10.30am Holy Communion - Lode  
 

please check the Church notice board for any changes to these details. 

 or email; admin@angleseygroupparishes.co.uk, which is also the address to request 
the Zoom link. 

You are very welcome to attend any of these services. 

Services in the Anglesey Benefice

Bottisham Carpet Bowls CluB  
at Bottisham Village College  
henry morris lecture room 
Enter via main Reception - Term times only  
Club Night wednesday 7.15pm 
thursdays league matches 
First meeting wednesday 6th september 2023   
New members 13th September 2023 
4 weeks free trial  
Carpet bowls is suitable for all ages and all equipment is provided by the club.  
We are a friendly group and new members are always welcome, so please 
come along and try your hand  
Further details from: 
Nora Watson     01223 812121 (email:-nora@gandnwatson.uk) 
Richard Nichols 01223 812158 (email:-rlla.bell@btinternet.com 
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codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital 
Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & 
Retouching • Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & 
Magazines • Programs & Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • 
Signage, Displays & Banners • Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

Offering a high quality 
carpentry and small works 
service in Bottisham and 

the surrounding area. 
 

    FLOORING • HANGING NEW DOORS
KITCHEN RENOVATIONS • DECORATING • 

TILING • LANDSCAPING 
BESPOKE CARPENTRY 

 
 
 

07703 043243 
SNealCarpentry@Gmail.com 

@S.Nealcarpentry 

S.NEAL  
Carpentry and Small Works

codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching • 
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs & 
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners • 
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are 
givers and not takers of 
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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  Continued on page 9

Parish Council Report
The July Council meeting proceeded well, benefiting from having three new councillors 

co-opted at our June meeting. There remains one vacancy on the Council and I would ask 
readers to consider exploring if they could serve our community as a councillor. Please do 
not count yourself out thinking you are not qualified. If you are a resident, you are qualified 
and training is provided. Please feel free to contact our clerk if you would like to explore 
the matter further at  clerk@bottisham-pc.gov.uk.  

 
Community Safety Forum - 7pm 17th October - Bottisham Community Sports & 

Social Club Many residents attended the very successful Safety Forum in March. We 
have now set a date (17th October) for the panellists to report back  to the community 
on progress in implementing the outcomes from the meeting.  Please could I ask all 
residents to consider attending this important feed-back event, at which there will be 
further opportunity to dialogue with many of the authorities that influence community 
safety in our village. 

 
Environment 

• Quotations have been sought to replace the old wooden noticeboard on the triangle by 
the shops.  The board will be replaced with a new metal board which comes with a 15 
year guarantee.  The current provision is damaged and unfit for purpose. It is hoped 
that, once specifications are finalised, the board will be able to be installed within a 
few weeks.   

• The Parish Council also discussed that other boards within the village may need 
replacing over a period of time, but this will be explored when the new noticeboard 
has been delivered. 

• The Parish Council discussed that the area around the shops could be a potential site for 
a biodiversity project. This will be examined in more detail over the coming months.  

  
Bottisham & Swaffhams Greenways  Communication has been received from the Greater 

Cambridgeshire Partnership in response to a joint letter sent on behalf of Swaffham 
Prior, Swaffham Bulbeck and Bottisham Parish Councils about the Greenways project. 
This letter expressed concern about the process of initial consultation with East Cambs 
villages.  However, after on-site consultations by the project team with the Parish 
Councils, the proposals are under review and new plans should be made available 
shortly.  The joint assembly of Parishes will decide on next steps when they see the 
revised plans and will communicate back to residents accordingly.   

 
Project Play A report from the Project Play working group was presented to the Parish 

Council, which outlined five potential sites for a play facility. However, these are all 
privately owned and access to the sites will be determined by the willingness of 
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Carpentry Services 

TONY MARTIN 

Over 30 years experience 

Any carpentry jobs 
undertaken — BIG or small 

Call Tony  
for a free estimate 
Tel: 01223 812786 

(Bottisham) 
Mobile: 07767475987

Tel: 01223 813279  
 Mobile 07711 578687

 m Creative cutting 
m Hair up 

m Colouring 
m Colour correction 

m Perming
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Continued from page 7

landowners to cooperate. It was discussed that consideration should be given as to 
whether it would be most appropriate to lease or purchase land, the former likely to be 
more acceptable to landowners. The Parish Council resolved that the working group 
should be given the authority to make initial enquiries with the landowners on behalf of 
the Parish Council.    

 
Six Oaks Renewable Energy Park You may be aware that RIDGE CLEAN ENERGY 

have submitted a planning application for the “SIX OAKS RENEWABLE ENERGY 
PARK” (using solar panels) on arable land just south of the A14 within the Bottisham 
Parish boundary. This is in a very isolated position and will have minimal impact on 
residents, while enabling Bottisham to play a part in combating climate change.   
In recognition of the potential impact on their residents, RIDGE CLEAN have offered 
a “Community Benefit” of £25000/annum to local Parish Councils during the 40 
projected years of operation.  A meeting was held in June between the Parish Councils 
that have been approached by Ridge Clean, namely Bottisham, Great Wilbraham and 
Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom.     
The Parishes have asked Ridge Clean to consider raising their offer to match what we 
believe is being offered elsewhere.  We have also communicated that we would prefer 
to administer the funds by setting up a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), 
rather than utilise e.g. Cambridge Community Foundation that charges a 12.5% fee.  
The most sensitive matter is the appropriate division of the funds between each Parish.  
Writing this at the end of July we are in the midst of discussions and will communicate 
the final arrangement in due course.  

 
Bottisham Retirement Village Many if you will be aware that Axis Land Management are 

making a further appeal against the refusal by ECDC to give planning consent for a 
retirement village. ECDC’s Planning Manager has requested an extension of time, as he 
is still gathering more information. However Axis Land Management has refused this 
request and has referred the matter to the Inspector (on behalf of the Secretary of State) 
on the basis of non-determination by ECDC. 
The Planning Application will go to the ECDC Planning Committee on 6 September, at 
which Bottisham’s District and Parish Councillors will again express their opposition to 
the proposals. 
The applicant’s appeal/enquiry is scheduled for review by the Inspector in w/c 
16 October. Jon Ogborn - Chair of Council  

 
Check out our website for the latest news, minutes, agendas, and reporting features 

at bottisham-pc.gov.uk.   

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 September.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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Fresh Flowers for Al l Occasions - Your local F LORIST 
bouquets : weddings • funerals • workshops •  parties • events 

 
www.millblossomflowers.com 

email: millblossomflowers@gmail.com 
Tel: 07749 770286 

Support local small business 
33 Mill Road, Lode, CB25 9EN 

To the Editor

Mrs Ellen Morris 
 

It is with deep sadness I am writing to advise you of the passing of my mother Mrs 
Ellen Morris, at the age of 101, who was a resident of Maple Close, Bottisham for 
58 years. 

She moved to Bottisham, with my late father and three young children in 1963, as 
the 4th family to move into the “new” Park estate.  She worked for a number of years 
at Crystal Structures in Tunbridge Lane, where she enjoyed the company of the other 
ladies working there. 

 When my father passed in 1998, Mum decided to stay in Bottisham, due to the 
friendly neighbours and village amenities and was seen regularly in the village shops 
etc. Eventually, in 2021, age and ill health determined that she move into a care home, 
and one was chosen close to where her daughter Sheila lived in Potters Bar, where she 
passed away peacefully on the 16th of August surrounded by her family. 

  
Yours sincerely - Bob Morris
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Continued on page 13

District Councillors’ Report 
This Council’s Youth Engagement strategy was discussed at the Operational Services 
Committee in June. As part of that strategy a Youth Fusion Event was held at Bottisham 
Sports Centre, showcasing opportunities and support for young people across the District. 
Two other events were held in Littleport and Soham. It is hoped that similar events will be 
held across the District in future.  Those who missed the events can find out more about 
services for Young people at - https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/youth-pages/welcome-ecdc-
youth-webpages We also agreed the updated Environment Plan with the actions for the 
current year. The plan commits East Cambs to reducing the carbon from its operations by 
at least 80% by 2030. This is a welcome, but challenging target and there was no clear plan 
to achieve it, so we supported an amendment calling for officers to draft a plan for 
achieving the target. The meeting reviewed the finance report for the Committee’s areas of 
responsibility and noted a revenue overspend of £742,000 – 13% of budget. Just under 
£500,000 of this overspend was the increased fee to ECSS for waste collections. There was 
an almost £3million underspend on capital, due to delays in programmes – notably the 
Disabled Facilities programme. In response to her question Charlotte was assured that the 
Council were taking actions to try to get this programme back on schedule, so that people 
with disabilities can have the necessary adaptations to their homes.  

We also had a very interesting presentation from Voluntary and Community Action East 
Cambs. Although they are based in Ely, they are happy to help around the District – they 
offer a community transport scheme and a gardening scheme for people who need help with 
their gardens. If you need help with transport, and the village schemes cannot assist then 
contact 01353 666 553 or email carscheme@vcaec.org.uk. If you need help with your 
garden contact 01353 666 556 or email gardening@vcaec.org.uk. 

Finance & Assets Committee in July noted that the Council as a whole had a revenue 
underspend of almost £2million and a capital underspend of almost £2million. The 
Committee appointed people to outside bodies and John was appointed to the Swaffham 
Internal Drainage Board.  

Full Council in July approved the Corporate Plan for 2003-7 and the actions for 2003-4. 
At the meeting we made the point that the street improvement actions should not be limited 
to towns and Ely City and that streets needed to be well kept in villages too. We welcome 
the recognition in the Plan that the Planning Service, waste collection and street cleaning 
need to be improved. We are also pleased to see that after refusing our proposals to start the 
new Local Plan process, as recently as February this year, they are finally starting the 
process with preliminary work on a new Climate Chapter and budgeting for work to start 
on a new local plan from 2024/25. 

Audit Committee approved the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2022, 
and these have now been published. The External Auditors were unable to present their plan 
for auditing the Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023, or even give a timetable, 
because of the significant backlog in auditing Local Authority Accounts across the country. 
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The Combined Authority’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee met in June and elected 
Charlotte as their Chair. The Committee had the opportunity to question the Mayor and his 
teams about their plans for Cambridgeshire. There is a new senior management team and 
they are planning to move initiatives forward, including supporting skills training and better 
public transport. 

Charlotte is meeting with the Mayor and his Director of Transport after this article goes 
to press to discuss the problems caused now that the number 11 bus no longer stops at 
Bottisham. She will report back on the outcome next month. The government gave the 
Mayor an extra £2.3m for buses this year, which sounds a lot until you realise that the 
budget for subsidising the buses across the County – including the number 11 bus – is £7m 
each year. Under the current system bus operators choose which routes to run commercially, 
and keep all the profits from those routes, and local authorities have to subsidise any non-
profitable routes which they feel should be kept running. The Mayor is considering 
franchising buses where the Combined Authority would be responsible for all routes and 
would pay companies to run them, keeping the profits to help off-set the subsidies. 

The next meet your Councillors is on Wednesday 20 September at 6.30pm at Brinkley 
Memorial Hall. 

Continued from page 11

Babysitting Service 
 

My name is Molly Stow. I am 13 years old, and live in Bottisham. I have a 
certificate in First Aid. 

I charge £7.50 per hour and can be contacted through my mum  
on 07731 516682. 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 September.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset?  
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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chesterfordhomecare.co.uk

Reliable and 昀exible visiting care 
Our individually-tailored packages are designed for adults  
of any age who require regular help or support in their own 
home.  We cater for a wide range of needs, including:

• Assistance with personal care
• Administration of medication
• Companionship and sitting service
• Shopping and meal preparation
• Transport to medical and other appointments

Live-in care – the simple and cost-effective 
alternative to residential care   
We provide a bespoke live-in care service across Essex, 
Cambs, Suffolk and Herts. Each client bene昀ts from their own 
unique blend of companionship, cooking and house-keeping 
and personal care designed to help them maintain their  
independence and continue living happily and safely in their 
own home. We also offer short-term respite care to allow 
family or private carers to take a well-earned break.

Call us in con昀dence 7 days a week on:

0800 411 8636

AWARD-WINNING SUPPORT 

GREAT BRITISH 
CARE AWARDS

REGIONAL WINNER

2020

From the leading local homecare provider
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Wandlebury abuzz as New Pollinator 
Garden Open 

 
Local charity Cambridge Past, Present & Future has created a pollinator garden at 

Wandlebury Country Park. The new garden was officially opened by Professor Ed Turner, 
Curator of Insects at Cambridge University Museum of Zoology, who spoke about the link 
between plants and pollinators and how important it is to help insects, which are in 
global decline. 

The garden has been built in a sheltered area of the park to create a peaceful place where 
visitors can appreciate the flowers and the insects that pollinate them. A beautiful hand-
made oak bench has been installed next to the garden. The flower bed is backed by a 
charismatic 18th-century wall and this is being used to display butterfly plaques designed 
by celebrated nature artist Eleanor Chaney.  

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is encouraging people to get involved with the garden 
and to help support the charity’s work by dedicating a plaque to celebrate a special person 
or event. Donors can choose a plaque inspired by four native British butterflies by making 
a suggested donation of £199. See here for more information about the pollinator garden 
and how to order www.cambridgeppf.org/appeal/butterfly-plaques 

James Littlewood, CEO of Cambridge Past, Present & Future is delighted “we are 
incredibly grateful for all the help we have received; the garden was designed by a 
volunteer and alongside our staff team, volunteers have to helped to dig out the new bed, 
lay a new path and plant the flowers. They are also now working hard weeding and 
watering so that the garden can get established. We hope that visitors to the park will be 
inspired to help pollinating insects in their own garden or window box.” 

The construction of the garden has been supported by grants from South Cambridge 
District Council Community Chest and the Cambridge Water Pebble Fund. 

The garden is part of Wandlebury Country Park just 2 miles from the city centre. There 
are 140-acres of woodland, meadows and fields open dawn til dusk every day of the year 
and is free to enter with a small car parking charge for non-members. Supported by a 
warden service visitors can enjoy a games field, den building, discover wildlife in the 
viewing hide and book a BBQ area. There is a wildlife pond, 8km of paths, off road 
mobility scooter and a toilet. A pop-up café is onsite 10-5pm every Thursday – Sunday and 
every day in school holidays. Dogs are very welcome and must be kept on a lead at 
all times. 

Cambridge, Past, Present & Future 
                         -  A colourful month of activities  

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 September.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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ST JOHN’S PLAYERS, FULBOURN  

      
   

  
Auditions Summary  

The time: One evening. Summer 1977.  
The situation: A suburban house in Romford, Essex.  

Beverly and her husband Laurence host a drinks party for a few neighbours in their 
suburban house.  
The guests are Angela, and her husband Tony who have recently moved in to their nearby 
house, and Sue, a divorcee whose daughter Abigail is having a rowdy party on the same 
road.  
The simmering tension, resentment, jealousy and arrogance that play over out over the 
evening builds perfectly as the drinks are poured and not supplemented with enough 
crisps and “cheesy pineapple ones”.  
 As the play is set in the 1970’s, the actors will be required to smoke herbal cigarettes 
and/or cigars during the production run although not in all rehearsals. 

Summary:  
Written by Mike Leigh, Abigail’s Party is widely recognised as one of the most important 
plays of the last 50 years. Its power lies in combining sharply observed comedy with 
casting a spotlight on relationships and society. Although it was written in the 1970’s, 
its themes are timeless.  

The Characters:  
Laurence estate agent 25 to early 40’s  
Beverly Laurence’s wife, former beautician, 25 to early 40’s  
Angela nurse 25 to early 40’s  
Tony Angela’s husband, computer programmer 25 to early 40’s  
Sue divorced mother of Abigail 50’s  
The actor playing Laurence will need to grow a moustache for the production, and the actor 
playing Tony will need to grow a beard. 

 
Audition Dates:   at 7.30pm:  Townley Hall, The Fulbourn Centre, Home End, Fulbourn, CB21 5BS  

Monday 4th September / Wednesday 6th September /  
Wednesday 13th September  

Rehearsal dates:  Monday and Wednesday evenings 7.30 to 9.30 from 30th October 2023  
Production week: Monday 19th to Saturday 24th February 2024  

Director: Nick Gulvin.     Producer: Claire Milner 
More Information:  Contact Nick Gulvin at njgulvin@gmail.com 
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M&P  
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN 

 
Patios, Block Paving, Fencing, 

Turfing and all Gardening needs. 
 

References available on request. 
 

Local tradesman • Free estimates 
 

PLEASE CALL 

01223 811144 
MOB 07837 358550 

also Classic Wedding Car Hire 
White Citroen DS21 

 
Tel: 01638 662439 
www.rbristley.co.uk

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.

Self catering cottage also available 
at Swaffham Prior.

Brian & Hilary Marsh 
Tel: 01638 741926    Mobile: 07519 493664 

 Fax: 01638 741861 
Email: Bookings@themeadowhouse.co.uk 

Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk
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Red2Green
Summer Success at the Community Garden. 

 
On Sunday 30th July we hosted our first post-pandemic 

summer fair at our community garden in Bottisham. 
The weather stayed mostly dry but windy for us and a huge 

amount of cake and sausage rolls were consumed by visitors and 
volunteers alike!  

The market style vibe to the day allowed visitors to wander 
around the whole garden and pick up freshly picked veg, a range 
of plants and herbs, as well as handmade crafts and then stop off 
at the tombola for a chance to take home a prize.  

Overall, the day was a huge success, and we raised an amazing £827.28! 
Our Christmas fair (we apologise for using the C word so early in the year) will be hosted at 

our barns in Swaffham Bulbeck but watch this space for more event details soon. 
We still have plenty of fresh veg for sale so why not pop by, Monday – Friday, 9:30 – 16:00.  
Volunteering Opportunities 
We are looking for volunteer minibus drivers to take clients and support workers on day trips 

to places such as local National Trusts and the Cambridge Botanic Gardens. Training can be 
provided but driving license is a must! If you or anyone you know is interested in volunteering 
with us this year, please do let us know at info@red2green.org  

Bottisham Adult Learning Association (BALA)
AUTUMn TERM BEGInnInG  

AT 10.30AM On THURSDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER.  
We are pleased to announce the return of a firm favourite, Marina Burrell, who will lead 

us on a literary adventure with a ten-week course entitled ‘RUSSIAn LITERATURE 
through RUSSIAn EYES’. 

We will discuss the role of Russian Literature in world culture through a Russian 
perspective, analysing some literary samples from Pushkin, Tolstoy, Gogol, Chekhov and 
Silver Age poetry. Also discussing the life and works of Pasternak and Alexievich. 

The course will be a Power Point presentation supplemented with period artefacts, links 
to videos and audio materials. 

Please note there will be a break for half term on Thursday 26th October. The fee will 
be £40 plus a £5 joining fee for non-members. 

We look forward to seeing you at Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club, 
Downing Close for this course. New members are always welcome. 

For more information email bottishambala@btinternet.com 
Helen Cole 
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ALL TYPES OF ANTIQUES, CURIOS & COLLECTABLES 
POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. OVER 25 YEARS  

IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:  
l Old watches, clocks, scientific instruments l Quality jewellery, costume jewellery, 

even items in need of repair l Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass l Glass, 
ceramics, china l Militaria, weapons, medals, badges, uniforms, paperwork & 

photos l Tribal art – masks, weapons l Walking canes, sword sticks l Sporting 
memorabilia l Old toys, games and train sets l Vinyl albums and singles l 

Woodworking tools l Furniture – antique up to 1970s 
 

Anything considered – give me a call before you throw it away 
POLITE & CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE. GOOD PRICES PAID. 

STEVE DURRANT 01638 507037 OR 07740 591194     
Email:  svdservices51@gmail.co.uk 

WANTED
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Three meetings to cover and a big first to report as men (yes men) were invited to our June 
meeting to hear David Duker speak about “One of our Own - WW2 fighter pilot”. 
With a keen interest in WW2 history David was privileged to be offered by the sons of Squadron 
leader Ekins a box of memorabilia stored in the garage. They had no idea of its significance as 
their father never spoke about the war. His diary, log books, dog tags, pilot’s wings, photographs 
and even his silk escape map were found. He joined the RAF in 1939 in the volunteer reserve and 
quickly gained his wings flying initially a Blackburn B2 which is now preserved in the 
Shuttleworth Collection. 

The Battle of Britain began in July 1940 and it was imperative that Britain managed to gain air 
superiority against the Germans as soon as possible so he joined No 11 squadron flying 
Hurricanes. He was based in Kenley and it was there he met Margaret Kimber who was a plotter 
with the WAAF. There was a real baptism of fire for the young men many in their 20’s. 100 of 
aircraft strong their tactic was to fly directly into the enemy and he gained 30 hours experience 
and scrambled many times. He suffered the loss of his friends. On 5th September the cards were 
very much in Germanys favour. The squadrons 8 planes confronted 120 planes of the enemy, then 
there were only 4 then only 3. But on 7th September Germany changed tactics and concentrated 
on bombing cities and ultimately the Blitz. He then joined 501 squadron and flew many sorties 
until his luck ran out. He was shot through his back and was forced to eject. But he landed with 
his parachute on fire in a Canadian field hospital and was quickly transferred to a main hospital. 
8 weeks later he was back in the air.  Hitler finally gave up. 544 pilots had been killed – it was 
the first defeat for Germany and Winston Churchill made his famous speech. Squadron Leader 
Ekins was involved in bombing in Europe once the Germans invaded Europe and was eventually 
shot down whilst escorting bombers and became a prisoner of war. He had suffered 19 months of 
stress. He was awarded the DFC and died in 1993. His memorabilia is now in the Kent Battle of 
Britain museum. David now talks to school children of the Battle of Britain and tries to explain 
how brave these young men were and encourages them to consider how they would behave if 
they had to confront a similar problem now. 

Kevin Boardman enthralled us in July with his talk on the Oregon Trail. From 1843 -1860 
400,000 brave people made the 2,500 difficult journey to open up America. The   eastern side of 
America was the home of the native American Indian and 640 acres of land was offered to those 
searching for gold, in debt, doing a midnight flit or for religious reasons i.e. Mormons. They 
encountered forests mountains, wide rivers, torrential rains and arid plains to make a fresh start 
and find a better climate zone. They had to take all their belongings, tools, spares and provisions 
with them for the 6month journey. The whole family went in groups of 30/40 wagons and the 
women kept diaries with the odd line or two from the men. Kevin has promised to return as a 
speaker to explain further based on these. I can’t wait and will write further when he does. 

In August over 50 members partners and friends enjoyed a tea party in Jane Morris’s garden to 
celebrate the Coronation. Marquee and gazebos were to hand to protect the tables with their 

Bottisham WI
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An accountancy service
based in Burwell that

covers everything
your business needs

For more details contact Paul on

info@cb25accounting.co.uk

Sales, servicing, repairs and sharpening 
of all types of garden machinery. 

Collection and delivery available. 

Friendly, local and professional service.

CW

C.W.KIRK LAWNMOWERS

44 NEWMARKET ROAD  BURWELL  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  CB25 0AE

01638 744 349
CWKIRKLAWNMOWERS.CO.UK

An accountancy 
service that covers 

everything your 
business needs

CAMBRIDGE ACUPUNCTURE 
Dr Liang – Chinese Acupuncture Specialist 

 
Miagrain • Anxiety • Depression • Neck and 

Shoulder Pain • Back Pain • Sciatica • Arthritis 
• Ankle Spring • Asthma 

 
If you are suffering the problems mentioned 

above, please do not hesitive contact 
CAMBRIDGE ACUPUNCTURE by email or 
mobile phone to sort it out as soon as 

possible. 
Opening Hours from 10am to 5pm, Monday 

to Friday. 
APPOINTMENT ONLY. 

MOBILE: 07375 331048 
Email: 

Bottishamacupuncturetherapy@gmail.com 
Web: https://cambridgeacupuncture.uk 
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Continued from page 21

vintage tablecloths, fine china and carnation sprays. We were treated to a fine range of 
sandwiches, freshly made scones (both cheese and fruit) and a choice of cakes and tea with 
prosecco or fruit juice as we arrived. A veritable feast and ably served by committee family 
members. A lovely afternoon and the rain held off. 
next meeting is Tuesday 19th September when Barry Carter will tell us about Cambridge 

Search and rescue. 
Meetings are held at 7.30pm in the Poppy Room.  

Sylvia Overton 

News from Bottisham Medical Practice 
Patients’ Participation Group

Flu Vaccinations:  These will be held on the mornings of 23 and 30 September. Patients 
eligible for these will be invited to attend.  Please wait for the invitation.  Details will 
be on the website. 

Training:  The surgery will be closed on the afternoon of 19th September for staff training. 
Survey Results: These reveal that 88% of patients reported as being satisfied with 

the Practice. 
Missed Appointments: Please cancel your appointment if you are not going to attend so 

that it can be allocated to another patient.  In June 58 appointments were missed and 44 
in July. 

Donations: Thank you to patients who have sent donations or left them in the red bucket.  
This will help provide items for the surgery. 

The Patient Participation Group: We are happy to have new members to join the committee, 
all patients of this Practice are eligible.  Please contact our chairman as below to find 
out more information and how you can be involved. 

Regular Meeting: Next meeting is due on Wednesday September 27th 2023 time to be 
decided. If you wish to join our Zoom meeting, please email our chairman 
s.j.gilson@btinternet.com who will send you a meeting invite. However due to 
administration changes at the Practice the meeting details may have to be changed. 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 September. 
Please send material to the editor at  

BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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PREMIER InVESTMEnT MAnAGEMEnT SERVICES LTD 
 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised & 
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

 

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s  
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management 

 

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email 
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com 

in the Poppy Room at the 
Bottisham Community Sports 

and Social Club 
A place where you can meet old friends 
make new friends, relax, chat and enjoy 
coffee, cake and biscuits in a friendly 

relaxed atmosphere. 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

ADMISSION FREE

Have you ever stopped of a morning to sit down to have a cup of coffee in the house on your own, and 
thought it would be nice to talk to somebody? 

Well you can and very easily too. Come along to Meeting point on a Wednesday and have that cup of 
coffee with like-minded company
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Bottisham Community Library Association
On Saturday 8th July we celebrated twenty 
years of volunteers running the public library 
in Bottisham.  We were the first to take the 
plunge after the closures and no one 
envisaged that we could maintain the service 
for so long.   

Our 20th Anniversary celebration on a 
sunny morning was well supported, Public 
library staff and the Parish council were 
represented and several volunteers who were 
with us from the start. Clare Enright had even 
travelled from Derbyshire (by public 
transport!!) to support us. Thank you to you all. 

Jenny Rankine, the College Principal 
welcomed all and Marian Earle our chairman 
thanked Margret Coles, Rosemary Jolley and 
other committee members for their 
organization of the day. Books were on sale, 
children signed up for the Summer Reading 
Challenge, we had a quiz, Ian Whates a local 
author read and spoke generally about his work, refreshments were served and a celebration 
chocolate cake made by one of the College staff was enjoyed by all.  

The Art competition judged by Jamie Sugg was won by Aurora Di Lorenzo for the under 
7’s, Teal McCabe in the 7-12 class and Hanna Stewart in the 13-16 age range. Congratulations 
to all three. 

Many youngsters signed up to the Summer Reading Challenge entitled “Ready, Set, Read” 
that day and awards will be presented at on Saturday morning session on 16th September. 

We have held primary school visits from Bottisham Primary School in the summer term for 
several years. Each class with their teacher visits during a Wednesday morning session and they 
do an activity provided and resourced by the library volunteers on a topic relevant to the class. 
The children have an opportunity to look around and to borrow a book.   

Our local MP Lucy Frazer came to the library one Friday evening as she was unable to attend 
our anniversary celebrations. A low-key visit but she was impressed with the number of our 
volunteers (big display board in the foyer) and surprised to hear that we were self - funding. 
Fortunately there was a steady flow of borrowers that evening to show how useful we are to 
the community 

Our AGM is to be held on Tuesday 12th September and Louise Aldridge the Public Library 
Service Manager hopes to be able to attend. 

The Lego Club is in action again on Saturday 2nd September 
  Sylvia Overton  
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ANGLIA TREE CARE 
 

LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 
 

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE 

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED 
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE 
All work carried out to BS 3998  

Free Estimates Given within 7 days 
 

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK 
M E M B E R   
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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Village 
Litter Picks 

 
 
 
 
 

Fresh air, friendship and 
looking after our wildlife 

Share refreshments afterwards 
Dress for the weather! 

Bottisham Village College (sports centre car park end)  
23rd September 

Queens Court Care Home - 21st October 
 

Further Information:  
All events, once a month on a Saturday, starting at 10:00am for 

approx. 1.5 hours 
Ways to keep in touch with updates: 

c Join the Bottisham Village Litter Pick WhatsApp Group 
c Visit the Bottisham Events Facebook Page 
c Visit the Bottisham Community Group Facebook Page 
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n.C.S. 
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMnEYS SWEPT 
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 
l OIL&GAS BOILERS 
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED 
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING 
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL  
07824 727277 or 01638 662760 

EMAIL 
nCS.nEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

WEBSITE 
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk  

 
*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount 

Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

VERY CLEAn • Public liability insurance 
- Competitive rates -
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A small international school in Fulbourn, South of Cambridge,  
welcoming pupils aged from 4 to 16  years. 

We have experienced and enthusiastic teachers delivering a broad and engaging 
curriculum to small classes of pupils from Britain and beyond.  We offer excellent 

pastoral care and are non-selective academically. Transport via school minibuses from 
central Cambridge and surrounding villages.  

To arrange a visit, please call: 
 Mary Greer on 01223 755100/07400 584015  

or email mary.greer@landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk 
www.landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk 

Landmark International School is a registered charity. 

• Patios • Paving • Footings 
• Drainage  • Fencing & More

LM  
GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPING 

Tel: 01638 743627    Mobile: 07934 642716
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OvenPad 
Cleaning Services 

 
I will professionally & efficiently 

clean ovens, ranges, Agas,  
ceramic hobs, extractors, 

microwaves and BBQs. 
 

It’s a dirty job, why not 
give me a call? 

 
Contact Paddy Kelly on 
Tel: 01638 742703 
Mob: 07752 631343 
Email: info@ovenpad.com 
Website: www.ovenpad.com

PEST
PROBLEM?
CALL DRE PEST CONTROL
01954 230708
07789 502556

• Commercial & Residential
• One - off Call Outs
• Management Contracts

Cambridge & surrounding areas
www.drepestcontrol.co.uk
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Bottisham Airfield Museum 
Group (BAMG)

I would like to start this month by thanking everyone who has visited the museum this 
year. Our visitor numbers so far this season are up by two hundred percent on last year, and 
we had a very successful Nineteen Forties weekend on 1st – 2nd July, with over 1,000 
visitors attending. 

On Sunday 16th July Mr. Joseph Piotrowski and his family visited from America and we 
recreated the photos of his Grandfather Edward Marevka standing in front of our Mustang, 
as he did almost 79 years ago to the day.  Mr. Piotrowski’s family were shown the exhibit 
dedicated to Edward which tells his story of being shot down and taken to Stalag Luft lll.  

On Sunday 29th October we have an additional attraction of reenactors giving weapon 
demonstrations and tours of the wartime bunker.  

We still have two more events at the museum this year, more information to follow 
next month.  

The museum and cafe are open every Sunday and Wednesday from 10.30am to 4.00pm. 
Anyone who is interested in volunteering in the café on Wednesday or Sunday please 
contact the museum on 01223 813952 and leave a message. We will get back to you as soon 
as possible.  

Charles Cook, Museum Volunteer 
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continued on page 41

Public Transport Matters
The bus timetables for the 12 (Newmarket - Bottisham – Cambridge, and vice-versa) 

change slightly from Monday 4th September, with some buses at the beginning and the end 
of the day changing time by up to 10 minutes, earlier or later. The new timetable for the 12 
is printed below. Keep this handy so that you don’t miss the bus after the timetables change. 

 

service 12 bus timetable from monday 4th september 2023 
mondays to saturdays only 

 
 
Timetables for the 11 (serving Lode Crossroads, the Swaffhams and Burwell) are 

unchanged but buses on the 11 will now follow a slightly different route in Newmarket and 
will therefore be serving the stop at Newmarket Academy. 

The changes to the 12 have been done for a number of reasons. Firstly, to fit buses more 
closely to the Bottisham Village College student attendance times (and thank you to the 
College and to councillors for working hard to make this happen); and, secondly, to ensure 
that the scheduled timetables better reflect the prevailing traffic conditions. A third reason 
is to enable better connectivity at Newmarket at the morning peak (0620 to 0825) with 
buses from Fordham, Soham and Ely, and in the evening peak (1540 to 1900) with buses 
back to there. This means that people working in Bottisham and living in these places will 
now be able to get here (and back again) more easily by bus. 

The new timetables will be on Stephensons’ website at www.stephensonsofessex.com, 
while they will also appear in the latest version of the glossy leaflets that Stepehensons have 
available on-bus for passengers to take away. 

Readers may have read in the national media about the planned closure or reduced hours 
of rail station ticket offices which the government has been pressurising the rail companies 
to adopt. These plans have proved controversial, and the consultation period has been 
extended in consequence, but unfortunately will be finished by the time this article appears. 
In a later article I’ll post about what has actually been decided, following the consultation. 

An alternative to trains for long-distance journeys, of course, is Express Coach services. 
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The network of these has changed a lot over the years, and particularly since Express Coach 
services were ‘deregulated’ in 1980, 5 years before buses were. But both Cambridge and 
Newmarket have always been quite well served by Express Coaches, and in the summer the 
international coach operator Flixbus announced that it was introducing a new service from 
Cambridge to Paris. This has stops at Parkside and at Trumpington Park & Ride: details are 
at www.flixbus.com 

 
Happy travelling! 
National Traveline Enquiries (for bus services) www.traveline.info or 0871 200 22 33 

(a Premium-rate service) 
National Rail Enquiries www.nationalrail.co.uk or 03457 48 49 50

John Austin

continued from page 39

Bottisham and District Gardening Club
0n a warm and sunny Midsummers Day, members enjoyed a visit to the gardens at 
Helmingham Hall in Suffolk. The displays were outstanding. We were not the only ones to 
appreciate them, the local bee population was much in evidence. An added attraction was a 
sculpture trail of very varied exhibits, which will be sold in support of cancer charities. 
Many of us rounded off our day with a cooling purchase from the ice cream parlour in the 
courtyard. Many thanks to Julia Green for organising a Grand Day Out. 

The July meeting was well supported and many members and one visitor enjoyed 
strawberries and Pimm’s. A quiz prepared by Cindy King was appreciated and won by Enid 
Buckett. The Don Bedford Cup for the best rose was won this year by Dick McLaughlin, a 
beautiful bloom which was a clear winner. Sadly, Tricia was not there to share the glory as 
I’m sure she would have had a hand in its success. 

The next meeting is Tuesday 26th September when Charles Bradford will be talking 
about the Gog Magog Farm Shop 

Thanks to Valerie Leake and Julia Green for their reports as I missed both meetings. 
Meetings are held in the Poppy Room at 7.30pm. Sylvia Overton 

Have you thought of 
advertising locally?

YOUR CUSTOMERS MAY BE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.  
This space could be yours at very reasonable rates, 

both long term (cheaper) or short 
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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News from Wicken Fen Nature Reserve
By early September, most swallows are preparing to migrate, and we often see them clustered 
in groups on telegraph wires. 

Many birds are leaving their breeding grounds to head south for the winter, but there’s still 
plenty to see around the reserve. Many dragonflies are still on the wing, including the larger 
migrant hawker, southern hawker and emperor. There should also still be the purple globes of 
devil’s bit scabious amongst the wildflowers still in bloom. 

 
Pop-up Dragonfly Walk 

Did you know that Wicken Fen is home 
to 24 species of dragonfly and damselfly? 
We’ll be hosting free pop-up dragonfly 
walks with the British Dragonfly Society 
in August and September – keep an eye 
on our social media channels for the 
next dates. 

 
Lino Print Workshop – 17 September 23 

Local mixed media artist, Judith 
Handley, will be leading a lino printing 
session, taking inspiration from the 
natural world. Tickets are £65 and are 
available from our website. 

 
Mucky Pups – 22 September 23 

Our popular Mucky Pups outdoor adventures resume in September after the summer break. 
The sessions are for pre-school children (aged 2+) who enjoy getting grubby, with seasonal 
activities, crafts and stories. £7 per child, accompanying adult free. Booking is essential via 
our website. 

 
Vision Festival – 23 September 23 

Join us to celebrate our Vision project and Footprints Project – we'll be offering activities 
that we have been developed thanks to our National Lottery Heritage Fund grant. Enjoy a 
wellbeing walk, handle artefacts we have found during archaeology activities, see the 
photographs of the natural world that young people produced, and much more. Full details 
available on our website. 

 
 

For the latest reserve information,  
please visit our website www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen 

Details of our events can be found at  
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen-nature-reserve/whats-on
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SHANE MAUREL 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

 
From:  
  Plumbing, 
  Carpentry 
  Gardening 
  Electrical 
  Tiling 
to 
  Moving Furniture 
  
I WILL DO THE 

LOT! 
 

 
Tel: 07518 644537 

Email: shapiemau@gmail.com
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I hope everybody has been enjoying our somewhat erratic 
summer.  I decided on this month’s topic whilst sitting in the 
garden one balmy evening when the peace was suddenly 
shattered by the excited screams of a small group of Swifts 
careering between the houses, chasing insects.  (By the way, 
who knew that the collective noun for a flock of Swifts is a 
‘scream’?)  By the time you read this, there will be precious 
few Swifts left in the UK as the majority will already be on 
their Autumn migration back to the warmer climes of central 
Africa, where they’ll follow the sub-Saharan rains to find the densest insect populations. 

But I wanted to share with you my fascination for Swifts, an interest developed as a kid 
after I read that a young Swift flies for three years, non-stop, after fledging from the nest, only 
landing when it’s ready to breed.  It even sleeps on the wing, cat-napping for a few seconds 
at a time whilst gliding at night!  I remember doing a double-take on this because is seems 
incomprehensible to a human that a creature could maintain such a marathon of movement 
without depleting its energy reserves completely!  So, let’s have a detailed look at this 
remarkable bird: Apus apus. 

The Swift is a uniformly dark brown bird with the exception of a white ‘bib’ under the chin 
and its rapid beating of long, slender, scythe-shaped wings give it a rather busier demeanour 
than a swallow (which is dark blue and has much longer tail streamers).  The beak is tiny, but 
the gape of the mouth is wide to facilitate feeding.  The feet are also very small and weak: ok 
for clinging onto a vertical surface using the claws, but having little power to enable the bird 
to take off from the ground if it’s exhausted.  So, if you ever find a grounded Swift, it may 
already be too far gone to survive, but it’s worth a rescue attempt if it’s alive.  Simply pick up 
the bird, put it into a box lined with some comfortable fabric, and find an expert to take over… 
contact the RSPB or ‘Swift Conservation’ (details at the foot of this article). 

We are lucky to have Swifts at all really.  They only visit these shores long enough to breed 
– around a three to four-month stay between May and August – and their migration is 
triggered by the reduced availability of flying insects and airborne spiders – their sole source 
of nutrition.   

A single swift may gather as many as 100,000 insects per day whilst feeding chicks, 
covering an average of c. 500 miles in the process.  Typically, they feed at a height of between 
50 and 100 metres but are adaptable to exploit different conditions, dropping to feast on a 
swarm over a pond, or rising to 1,000 metres where turbulence has forced their prey upwards.  
They are selective though…  taking the largest insects that they can swallow, whilst avoiding 
anything that stings.  And they have the ability to collect up to 1,000 insects in the throat 
which is mixed with saliva to produce a ball to be either eaten or taken to the nest.  Hydration 
is achieved by catching raindrops or skimming a mouthful of water from the surface of a 
pond.  Just imagine the precision required by such an operation when the cost of making a 
mistake is almost certainly death! 

Bottisham Bird Brain

(Continued on page 47)
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Carpet Cleaning  
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning. 

A few points that make us stand out from the others, 
 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993. 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning 
& drying power for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 
 
 

01638 428 060   
01223 832 928 

www.Rothwells.biz 

Rothwell’s, Malting End, Kirtling, Newmarket, CB8 9HH 

SECURE CONTAINER 
STORAGE 

10ft and 20ft   
IDEAL FOR BUSINESS OR PRIVATE STORAGE. 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN BOTTISHAM 

Call 07841 930065 



(Continued from page 45)
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Swifts are one of many bird species that pair for life – a bond often formed in adolescence, 
when the birds may be only a year old – and, once mature, they will usually be faithful to the 
same nest site, year on year.  Swifts like to nest in a chamber of some description, which is 
furnished with materials gathered on the wing, e.g. feathers, straw, hay, seeds, cemented 
together with saliva, and accessed by a small hole.  Young birds looking for their first nest site 
will often bang their wings on an entrance to a prospective site to see if any occupants 
complain, before deciding whether to move in, fight for supremacy, or look elsewhere!  In 
modern times, their traditional nest sites – cliffs, crags, caves, holes in trees – were largely 
replaced by nesting in town and city buildings.  But the modernisation of buildings has 
resulted in a severe loss of suitable sites and, allied with the increased use of pesticides 
reducing the insect population, the Swift suffered a severe decline in numbers – over 50% - 
in the 20 year period to 2015. 

The Swift, as a British bird, is not in any immediate danger with number currently around 
60,000 pairs but the decline is serious enough for them to have been added to UK 
Conservation’s Red List in 2021 to try and bring some focus to the recovery efforts.  There is 
now an annual Swift Awareness UK Week every July during which various interest groups 
across the country are encouraged to create events and working parties to increase the 
availability of nest sites.  Nest boxes have proved attractive to pairs of Swifts who may not 
otherwise have found a home and those sited in church belfries, in particular, seem to be 
favoured by the birds.  But anyone can get involved in the effort to save our Swifts.  The 
RSPB, among others, now sell a specially-designed Swift nest box which can be attached high 
on the walls of any house, preferably more than one at a time.  And the building industry is 
being encouraged to install internal nest boxes called 'Swift Bricks' in new developments as 
well as in the refurbishment of older buildings. 

Next year, I plan to try one or two Swift boxes.  Why not join me and we can report 
developments on this page! 

For further information, advice, or to get involved: 
    https://www.rspb.org.uk  

https://www.swift-conservation.org   
http://actionforswifts.blogspot.com  

 
Waywardly sliding and slinging, 
Speed never slacking, 
Easily, recklessly flinging, 
Twinkling and tacking; 
Oh, how we envy thee thy lovely swerves! 
How covet we thy slim wings' beauty, 
Nor guess what stress of need and duty 
So bent thy frame to those slim faultless curves. 

       from The Swift  -  Wilfred Owen (c. 1916) 
 

TTFN - Gerry Daish 
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The Lake District - Eden vale 
�� 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE 
Nr. Penrith Cumbria CA10 1QW  
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND  

Immaculate and well-equipped modern 
holiday house, sleeps six, full central 
heating, double glazing and double 

garage.  
Our holiday home offers every 

comfort, a real ‘home from home’ at 
reasonable rates, in a lovely village 

location with panoramic views.  
T: 01638 741926 or 741354 

M: 07519 493664 
for details  

All weeks £325.00 
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your ϭirst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully qualiϭied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.

 

Call 01638 814174 for an appointment
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Rebecca Golding  
now has her new salon 

in Burwell 
 

Tues 30 Years’  
9.30am-8pm Experience 

Thurs All aspects of  
9.30am-8pm Hairdressing 

 

Tel. 07742 997474  
 

Free Parking at 
67 Silver Street  

Burwell, CB25 0EF 
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B
UI

LD
IN

G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk

Newmarket (01638) 662439  
Mobile 07970 038404 
www.rbristley.co.uk

• Drains Unblocked Fast 
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks 
• Guttering and Downpipes 
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys 
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Domestic and industrial 
• All Work Guaranteed
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HARRISOnS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 
Telephone: Newmarket 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515 

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com 

Gas Safe Registered
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Need a little extra Financial Help? 
 

We don’t have a magic money tree, but we may be able to help!  

BOTTISHAM LOCAL CHARITIES   

*Bottisham Local Charities can offer support to people with a minimum of 
two years residence in the village  

For further information or an application form contact the Clerk: 
bottishamlocalcharities@gmail.com 

01223 813774 or 0792 042 5154 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION   

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS 

TUESDAYS  
3.00-5.00 and 6.00-8.00 

WEDNESDAYS  
10.00-11.30 

THURSDAYS  
3.00-5.00 
FRIDAYS 
 6.00-8.00 

SATURDAYS  
10.00-12.00am 

Working in Partnership with the 
County Library Service.

NEWMARKET 
COMMUNITY  

CINEMA

The Stable, 65 High Street, 
Newmarket. CB8 8NA  

September 18th 

ALLELUJAH 
(12A) 

 
Doors open at 6.30pm with 
the film starting at 7.30pm.   

Admission is £6 which includes 
free refreshments.  

If you would like to reserve 
seats, please ring 
07756 853714. 
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‘Your Friendly, Local Wood Burning Stove 
Specialist’ 

 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION, OR MAKE AN 

APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORKS 
TO YOUR FIREPLACE UNDERTAKEN 

 
 

FAST, RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT 
SERVICE CARRIED OUT BY 

QUALIFIED HETAS ENGINEERS 
 
 

LARGE SELECTION OF WOOD 
BURNING STOVES ON DISPLAY 

 

 

         

        

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! 

Whitelands Farm 
Newmarket Road 

Bottisham 
Cambridge 
CB25 9BD 

 
Mon – Closed 
Tues – Closed 
Wed – Closed 

Thurs* – 12.30 – 3.00pm 
Fri - Closed  

Sat* – 1.30 – 3.30pm (1st and 3rd Sat of 
the month only) 

Sun – Closed 
(*Please phone or check our social 

media pages for changes during school 
holidays) 

 
- Email & telephone enquiries dealt 
with Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm 

 01223 703184 

Email: sarah@cambridgestoves.co.uk 

www.cambridgestoves.co.uk 
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 BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
CHAIR  

JON OGBORN ________________________________________jon.ogborn@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
VICE CHAIR 
JOHN WILSON __________________________________________john.wilson@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
PARISH COUNCILLORS 

NADENE CUNDELL ________________________________nadene.cundell@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
MARK OVERTON____________________________________mark.overton@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
STEVEN O’DELL ____________________________________steven.odell@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
NEIL WINKCUP ______________________________________neil.winkcup@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
JAWAHAR SWAMINATHAN ________________________jawahar.swaminathan@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 
JOHN AUSTIN ________________________________________john.austin@bottisham-pc.gov.uk 

PARISH CLERK 
SAM CHAMBERS-TURNER - 41 Stow Road, Quy. CB25 9AD  

____________________________________clerk@bottisham-pc.gov.uK - Tel: 07369248998 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

CHARLOTTE CANE__________________charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk  - Tel: 07976 607512 
JOHN TRAPP __________________________john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk - Tel: 01223 812120 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
ALAN SHARP ______________________alan.sharp@cambridgeshire.gov.uk - Tel: 07794 292941
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ...................................................................................www.bottisham-pc.gov.uk   
Parish Council Chairman: Jon Ogborn, jon.ogborn@bottisham-pc.gov.uk................07486 372780  
Parish Council Clerk: Sam Chambers-Turner, clerk@bottisham-pc.gov.uk ...............07369 248998  
Holy Trinity Church: Stuart Field, Churchwarden ......................................................01223 604019  
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ...01223 211235  
RE:nEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand ....................................................................01223 812558  
Bottisham Surgery: Enquiries and Appointments ...................................................................810030  

Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..................................................111  
Bottisham Library: Library hours, see advert previous page ......................................01223 812354  
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: .........................................................................................01480 456111  
Cambridgeshire Police: (NON-URGENT MATTERS) ........................................................ring 101 

In EMERGENCIES .......................................................................ring 999  
Local East Cambs Policing info: www.cambs.police.uk/Neighbourhood-Policing/East-Cambs  
neighbourhood watch co-ordinator: kevin.g.evans@ntlworld.com...........................01353 614892  
Bottisham Pharmacy: ..............................................................................................................812321  
Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club: Secretary Bev Clowes, 

Bottishamcsasc@gmail.com ....................812063 
  
Bottisham Community Primary School: ..............................................................................811235  
Bottisham Village College, School: .........................................................................................811250  
   Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information ............................................................811372  
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ......................................811600  
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones............................................................813040  
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce ............................................811055  
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk..01223 813917  
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Julia Green.............................................811467  
Bottisham Bowling Club: Peter Clowes, Secretary.................................................................811565  
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson, nora@gandnwatson.uk ..................................812121  
Bottisham Cricket Club: Chairman: Will Allen, Chairman@bottlodecricket.co.uk ...07713 007757  
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Adam Bridgland, adambridgland@hotmail.com....07764 488599  
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: secretary - Jonathan Barrett .............................07920 425154  
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Harry Bubb ..............................................................811121  
Bottisham Royal British Legion Branch: PoC, Peter Walker;...............................................811402 

www.Britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham  
Queen’s Court Day Centre:.....................................................................................................811905  
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: .......................................................................01353 665555  
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: 
   Charlotte Cane, 34 Swaffham Road, Reach ................................................................07976 607512  

John Trapp, 104 Commercial End, Swaffham Bulbeck ..............................................01223 812120  
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Alan Sharp, Alan.sharp@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

...................................................01638 507485/07794292941 
MP for Constituency: Lucy Frazer, MP, lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

www.lucyfrazer.org.uk  
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ........................................................0845 3030666  
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept – Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm ......860674 

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm  
CRESSET Editor:  email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High St ...811402 
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole................................................................812573 

Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com.............................01449 675548  
Printing: Falcon Printing Services, www.falconprinting.co.uk,  

jason@falconprintingservices.com............................................................................891286  
The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes 
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot 
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements






